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Legislation, Regulations & Standards

England
Smoke & Carbon Monoxide

Alarm (England) Regulations
2022 (inforce from 1st Oct 2022)

Wales

The Renting Homes (Fitness for
Human Habitation) (Wales)
Regulations 2022 (“the FFHH

Scotland

Building Standards Technical
Handbook 2022: Domestic

N.lreland

Technical Booklet E - Fire Safety

Guidance for Landlords & . Section Fire
Regulations”)
Tennants
EN 50292:2023 - Electrical
T — apparatus for t.he c.ietectron ?f .
carbon monoxide in domestic Technical Booklet L -

Alarm (England) Regulations
2022 (inforce from 1st Oct 2022)
Guidance for Local Authorities

Management of Houses in
Multiple Occupation (Wales)
Regulations 2006

premises, caravans and boats -
Guide on the selection,
installation, use and
maintenance

Combustion Applainces &Fuel
Storage Systems

Combustion Applances & Fuel
Storage Systems Approved
Document J

Renting Homes (Wales) Act in
July 2022

The Housing (Scotland) Act 1987
(Tolerable Standard) (Extension
of Criteria) Order 2019

HSENi - Carbon Monoxide
Detectors

Approved Document J 2022
Amendments: Circular 03/2022

Building regulations guidance:
Part J (Heat producing
appliances)

EN 50292:2023 - Electrical
apparatus for the detection of
carbon monoxide in domestic
premises, caravans and boats -

Guide on the selection,
installation, use and

EN 50292:2023 - Electrical
apparatus for the detection of
carbon monoxide in domestic
premises, caravans and boats -

Guide on the selection,
installation, use and
maintenance

HSENI - Landlords duties in
relation to gas

Private Tenancies Act -27 April
2022

maintenance
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CO Detectors:
Requirements

England

Mains powered

Mains-powered must be a EN 50291-1:2018 Type

A carbon monoxide alarms with fixed wiring (not

plug-in types) may be used as an alternative,

provided they are fitted with a sensor failure
warning device,

Requirements

Mains-powered EN 50291-1:2018 Type A carbon
monoxide alarms with fixed wiring (not plug-in
types) may be used as alternative applications
provided they are fitted with a sensor failure
warning device.

Scotland

Hard wired mains operated carbon monoxide
detectors complying with EN 50291-1:2018 (Type
A) with fixed wiring (not plug in types) may be
used as an alternative, provided they are fitted
with a sensor failure warning device.

N.Ireland

Mains-powered EN 50291-1:2018 Type A carbon
monoxide alarms with fixed wiring (not plug-in
types) may be used as alternative applications
provided they are fitted with a sensor failure
warning device.

Should comply to EN 50291-1:2018 and be

Should comply to EN 50291-1:2018 and be

Should comply to EN 50291-1:2018 and be

requirements

requirements

requirements

Battery Operated Should comply with EN 50291-1:2018 powered by a battery designed to operate for | powered by a battery designed to operate for the | powered by a battery designed to operate for
the working life of the alarm working life of the alarm the working life of the alarm
Interlinked Not required, can be confused with Smoke Alarm|Not required, can be confused with Smoke Alarm| Not required, can be confused with Smoke Alarm |Not required, can be confused with Smoke Alarm

requirements

Testing CO Detectors

Test in accordance with manufacturers
recommendations

Test in accordance with manufacturers
recommendations

Test in accordance with manufacturers
recommendations

Test in accordance with manufacturers
recommendations

Number of CO Detectors

Ensure a carbon monoxide alarm is equipped in
any room used as living accommodation which
contains a fixed combustion appliance
(excluding gas cookers).

CO alarms are already required in all rented
properties in Wales (including cookers) since the
implementation of the ‘Renting Homes (Wales)
act’ (Effective 15 July 2022

Any room where a new or replacement fixed
combustion appliance (excluding an appliance
used solely for cooking) is installed

Where a new or replacement combustion
appliance, not designed solely for cooking
purposes, is installed in a dwelling, a carbon

Where a new or replacement fixed solid fuel
appliance is installed in a dwelling, a carbon
monoxide alarm should be provided in the room
where the appliance is located. Building
regulations Document J currently only references
Solid Fuel appliances, which may soon change to
all fixed flue appliances of any fuel type during
the current consultation by the Welsh
Government, closed 28th April 2023

Where a new or replacement fixed combustion
appliance is installed in an inter-connected space,
for example, an integral garage.

located just outside the room or space. This
should allow the alarm to be heard more easily

Provide early warning to high risk
accommodation, that is, a bedroom or principal
habitable room where a flue passes through
these rooms.

Welsh Government consultation also covering
Connected & Integrated Spaces, i.e. Lofts &
Garages, in addition to considering Bedrooms
where flues/chimneys pass through., and also
reviewing in association with open flued
cookers.

monoxide detector/alarm should be provided in
the room where the appliance is located
If the combustion appliance is installed in a
room or space not normally used e.g. a boiler
room/cupboard, the detector/alarm should be
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CO Detectors:
Requirements

England

Position to install CO Detector

The carbon monoxide alarm should be
located in the same room as the appliance:
a. on the ceiling at least 300mm from any wall
or,
if it is located on a wall, as high up as possible
(above any doors and windows) but not within
150mm of the ceiling; and
b. between 1m and 3m horizontally from the
appliance

Requirements

The carbon monoxide alarm should be
located in the same room as the appliance:
a. on the ceiling at least 300mm from any wall
or,
ifit is located on a wall, as high up as possible
(above any doors and windows) but not within
150mm of the ceiling; and
b. between 1m and 3m horizontally from the
appliance

Scotland

The carbon monoxide alarm should be
located in the same room as the appliance:

a. on the ceiling at least 300mm from any wall or,
if it is located on a wall, as high up as possible
(above any doors and windows) but not within

150mm of the ceiling; and
b. between 1m and 3m horizontally from the
appliance

Note: where the combustion appliance is located
in a small space it may not be possible to locate
the detector within that space. In such
circumstances the detector may be located at the
appropriate distance outwith the space.

A carbon monoxide detector should not be sited:

= in an enclosed space (for example in a cupboard
or behind a curtain)

= where it can be obstructed (for example by
furniture)

= directly above a sink

* next to a door or window

* next to an extract fan

* next to an air vent or similar ventilation
opening

= in an area where the temperature may drop
below -10°C or exceed 40°C, unless it is designed
to do so

* where dirt and dust may block the sensor

* in a damp or humid location, or

= in the immediate vicinity of a cooking appliance

N.Ireland

The carbon monoxide alarm should be
located in the same room as the appliance:
a. on the ceiling at least 300mm from any wall
or,
if it is located on a wall, as high up as possible
(above any doors and windows) but not within
150mm of the ceiling; and
b. between 1000mm and 3000mm horizontally
from the appliance. If there is a partition in a
room, the detector/alarm should be located on
the same side of the partition as the potential
source.

A carbon monoxide detector should not be sited:

= in an enclosed space (for example in a
cupboard or behind a curtain)

* where it can be obstructed (for example by
furniture)

= directly above a sink

* next to a door or window

* next to an extract fan

* next to an air vent or similar ventilation
opening

* in an area where the temperature may drop
below -10°C or exceed 40°C, unless it is designed
to do so

* where dirt and dust may block the sensor

* in a damp or humid location, or

+ in the immediate vicinity of a cooking

" |appliance.
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Landlords: Social & Private Obligations

England

Provision & Information

Landlords must provide
detectors and information
regarding use and testing.

Landlord should check
operation of CO alarms at
start of every new tenancy.

Landlords must provide
detectors and information
regarding use and testing.

Landlord should check
operation of CO alarms at
start of every new tenancy.

Scotland

Landlords must provide
detectors and information
regarding use and testing.

Landlord should check
operation of CO alarms at
start of every new tenancy.

N.Ireland

Private Landlords to
provide. Landlord should
check operation of CO
alarms at start of every
new tenancy

Testing CO Detctors

Tennants should test on
regular basis and notify
landlord when defective

Tennants should test on
regular basis and notify
landlord when defective

Tennants should test on
regular basis and notify
landlord when defective

Tennants should test on
regular basis and notify
private landlord when
defective

Repair & Replacement

Landlords are responsible
for repair/replacement of
detectors once formally
notified by the tennant.

Landlords are responsible
for repair/replacement of
detectors once formally
notified by the tennant.

Landlords are responsible
for repair/replacement of
detectors once formally
notified by the tennant.

Private Landlords are
responsible for
repair/replacement of
detectors once formally
notified by the tennant.
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For the latest guidance, please follow the below links

England

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm (Amendment) Regulations 2022: guidance for landlords and tenants - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm (Amendment) Regulations 2022: guidance for local authorities - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Approved Document J: Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems (publishing.service.gov.uk)

Wales

building-regulations-guidance-part-j-heat-producing-appliances.pdf (gov.wales)
Fitness of homes for human habitation: guidance for landlords | GOV.WALES

Scotland

Technical Handbook - Domestic (WWW.goV.scot)

Northern Ireland
Technical booklet L | Department of Finance (finance-ni.gov.uk)
Combustion Appliances (buildingcontrol-ni.com)
Carbon monoxide alarms | Health and Safety Executive Northern Ireland (hseni.gov.uk)
Private Tenancies Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (legislation.gov.uk)

Please note all details within the document are correct at time of publishing but are subject to change
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/smoke-and-carbon-monoxide-alarms-explanatory-booklet-for-landlords/the-smoke-and-carbon-monoxide-alarm-england-regulations-2015-qa-booklet-for-the-private-rented-sector-landlords-and-tenants
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/smoke-and-carbon-monoxide-alarms-explanatory-booklet-for-local-authorities/the-smoke-and-carbon-monoxide-alarm-england-regulations-2015-explanatory-booklet-for-local-authorities
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1108428/ADJ_2022.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/building-regulations-guidance-part-j-heat-producing-appliances.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/fitness-homes-human-habitation-guidance-landlords-html
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2022/06/building-standards-technical-handbook-2022-domestic/documents/building-standards-technical-handbook-2022-domestic/building-standards-technical-handbook-2022-domestic/govscot%3Adocument/Building%2Bstandards%2Btechnical%2Bhandbook%2B-%2Bdomestic%2B%2528June%2B2022%2529%2B-%2BJuly%2B2022%2Berratum.pdf
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/publications/technical-booklet-l
http://www.buildingcontrol-ni.com/assets/pdf/TechnicalBookletL2012.pdf
https://www.hseni.gov.uk/articles/carbon-monoxide-alarms
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2022/20/contents/enacted

CARBON MONOXIDE
DETECTORS

A quick guide to variations in requirements across
the UK nations

January 2024 v1.1

Please note all details within the document are correct at time of publishing but are subject to change

Qico

INDUSTRY COUNCIL

H H Ioc watmeziorwatk C AGDEMa

ouncil of Gas Detection a

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn





